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It often seems that some of the 
magic has gone out of Apple in 
the last few years, what with the 
new machines offering few inno¬ 
vative features and the managerial 
musical chairs. 

Some have blamed John Sculley 
for this—by ousting Steve Jobs, 
they feel, he removed Apple’s life¬ 
blood. However, Jobs was not the 
only creative genius at Apple, and 
several of the others have just 
formed a new company funded in 
part by Apple. 

Bill Atkinson, Andy Hertzfeld, 
and Marc Porat founded General 
Magic Inc. with Apple as a minor¬ 
ity investor and the new compa¬ 
ny’s largest corporate shareholder. 

Perhaps in return for the invest¬ 
ment, Apple has the first non¬ 
exclusive license to manufacture 
and market General Magic’s tech¬ 


nologies and products. Another tie 
to Apple will be Apple CEO John 
Sculley's presence on General 
Magic’s board of directors. 

The company’s first order of 
business will be to design and de¬ 
velop a new class of “Personal In¬ 
telligent Communicator” products. 
The sort of project General Magic 
will work on is the sort of thing 
that Apple doesn’t wish to concen¬ 
trate its own resources on, al¬ 
though there will certainly be give 
and take between the two. 

Many of us are interested in 
forms of electronic information 
exchange and we’re looking for¬ 
ward to seeing what General 
Magic will develop. 

Source: 

Apple Computer Inc.& TidBits 
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Claris snaps back 

like a rubber band 


Apple spun off Claris in April of 
1987 because Apple felt it was a 
hardware company, and the only 
software it wanted to develop was 
new system software. Since then 
Claris has updated the backbone 
programs that were first available 
for the Mac- MacWrite, MacPaint, 
and MacDraw - and aggressively 
acquired other products such as 
FileMaker and the Wingz technol¬ 
ogy. 

Last week, however, Apple an¬ 
nounced that it was re-absorbing 
Claris back into Apple. No one is 
quite sure what effect the absorp¬ 
tion will have on the Macintosh 
market, although some third-party 
developers are concerned that they 
will be unable to compete with 
Claris. Presumably, Claris would 
see new Apple technology first 
and be able to take advantage of it 
before third party developers. 

Feelings about the re-acquisi¬ 
tion at Claris are generally posi¬ 
tive, according to Dennis Cohen of 
Claris. “As is to be expected, the 
engineers like being part of Apple 
and the “suits” aren’t sure yet.” 
But what are suits ever sure of? 

We hope that the closer connec¬ 
tions between Apple and Claris 
lead to innovative products with¬ 
out suppressing third party innova¬ 
tion. Our feeling is that Apple now 
sees (rightly) Microsoft as its main 
competitor and cannot compete 
with hardware alone. In some re¬ 
spects, the Apple hardware is 
nothing special—it’s the software 
that makes a Mac a Mac. If Apple 


has finally realized the importance 
of pushing their vision of Macin¬ 
tosh software along with their 
hardware, the re-acquisition of 
Claris makes perfect sense. After 
all, Apple owned over 80% of 
Claris, and Claris is one of the 
leading Mac software developers 
with some cutting-edge technolo¬ 
gy (particularly in System 7 appli¬ 
cations). Besides, we would far 
prefer Apple/Claris dominated 
software interfaces to the "idiosyn¬ 
cratic" interfaces favored by Mi¬ 
crosoft. 

Source: TidBits 

Are you 
glowing in the 
dark yet? 

Macworld devoted much of its 
July, 1990 issue to the health haz¬ 
ards of computers. Most of the ar¬ 
ticles actually focussed on the 
side-effects of working at video 
display terminals (i.e. monitors for 
the rest of us) for a long period of 
time. A number of studies have 
shown that prolonged exposure to 
VLF (very low frequency) and 
ELF (extremely low frequency) 
magnetic fields can cause cancer 
and harm fetuses. Unfortunately, 
none of the studies have been con¬ 
clusive and many scientists refuse 
to accept the current evidence as 
valid. 

The article was written by a 
journalist named Paul Brodeur. 


who also wrote a three-part series 
of articles for The New Yorker 
and a book on the subject. His re¬ 
search uncovered not only the evi¬ 
dence for health problems such as 
cancer, but also what appears to be 
an industry-wide cover-up of the 
entire problem. That is a nasty 
way of saying that the industry 
doesn’t see electromagnetic radia¬ 
tion from monitors .as a problem. 
IBM and The New York Times 
both denied that there could be a 
problem with monitors, perhaps in 
part because of the number of 
monitors already present in the 
workplace. A recall would serious¬ 
ly hurt business for computer man¬ 
ufacturers and admitting there 
could be a problem would open 
many companies up for lawsuits. 
Similarly, no manufacturers have 
admitted that working on a stan¬ 
dard keyboard can cause carpal 
tunnel syndrome, a nerve disorder 
that can render one’s hands almost 
useless. 

We cannot begin to summarize 
the extensive research done by 
Brodeur for these articles, but the 
Macworld article marks the first 
time a major publication has publi¬ 
cized the issue and actually tested 
some popular monitors. In re¬ 
sponse, MacWEEK devoted an ed¬ 
itorial section to electromagnetic 
radiation, and “All Things Consid¬ 
ered” from National Public Radio 
did a piece on the article as well. 
Our feeling is that if you spend a 
significant amount of time in front 
of a monitor, you owe it to your¬ 
self to read the articles listed be¬ 
low and make an educated deci¬ 
sion. The reality likely falls 
somewhere between the two poles. 
And remember, when researchers 
were first working with radioac¬ 
tive substances, some even tried 
fertilizing crops with them. 

Source: TidBits 




MacTools Deluxe 
BUGGY? 


Symantec’s SUM disk utilities for 
the Mac has become pre-eminent, 
and Symantec recently solidified 
its hold on the Mac utility market 
by purchasing Peter Norton Com¬ 
puting. Other major disk utility 
packages include 1st Aid Soft¬ 
ware’s Deluxe 1st Aid Kit and 
Central Point Software’s Mac- 
Tools Deluxe. 

Central Point recently adver¬ 
tised MacTools Deluxe for $25 if 
you could produce a photocopy 
the first page of the manual of an¬ 
other Macintosh disk utility. For 
$25, how can you go wrong? 

Well, it seems that you really 
can go wrong. A number of people 
took Central Point up on its offer, 
and after several delays (during 
which Central Point did not depos¬ 
it any checks) we received the pro¬ 
gram. We haven’t had a chance to 
test this for ourselves, but several 


people report that there is a poten¬ 
tially dangerous bug in MacTools 
Deluxe's backup program. 

It seems that MacTools Deluxe 
allows you to save sets of folders 
to backup, but if MacTools finds a 
folder and files with the same 
name as the ones you want to 
backup before it finds the ones 
you want, it will backup the ones 
it found rather than the ones you 
selected. This isn’t an entirely un¬ 
usual possibility, because you 
could easily have a number of files 
and folders with the same names 
in different main folders. 

Of course, it’s only a problem if 
your hard disk dies or if you acci¬ 
dentally erase the files, but that’s 
what backups are for. For true ar¬ 
chiving of files, though. Retro¬ 
spect is ideal, since it actually 
keeps different versions of the 
same file through revisions, allow- 


Free Software 

demonstrations at MacWorld Expo/Canada 


Free Hands-on software demon¬ 
strations should be a big draw at 
Canada's first MacWorld Expo 
this fall. 

The booth will have space for 
12 participants - each with a net¬ 
worked Macintosh Ilci and colour 
monitor. The demonstrations will 
span many applications including 
spreadsheets, desktop publishing 


and animated presentations. 

The demonstrations will be run 
by a leader and two assistants. 

The booth is being organized 
and run by Simon/Ross & Asso¬ 
ciates Inc. a Canadian Macintosh¬ 
training firm. 

Source: Laurentian Technomedia Inc. 


ing you to recover the file at any 
revision level. On the whole, we 
are also happy with the SUM 
Backup program, which isn’t at all 
fancy, but does the job. 

Evidently this bug survived 
beta-testing, but Central Point has 
reproduced it and will be discuss¬ 
ing it with the third-party develop¬ 
er of MacTools Deluxe. However 
Central Point did not promise that 
it would be definitely fixed or that 
owners of MacTools Deluxe 
would be informed. 

One useful thing is that Central 
Point does have a limited warranty 
that says that they will replace the 
software or refund your money if 
it does not perform substantially 
as advertised. In our opinion, this 
bug violates their warranty and 
they should provide a free upgrade 
to all registered users. We suggest 
that everyone who owns Mac¬ 
Tools Deluxe call Central Point 
and ask them about the bug and 
the necessary upgrade. 

Other comments about Mac¬ 
Tools Deluxe hint that its optimi¬ 
zation feature is not as good as 
SUM TuneUp and the backup pro¬ 
gram is slower than Apple’s HD 
Backup (which is not included in 
at least System 6.0.5 and will not 
be a part of System 7.0). 

Symantec • 800-441-7234 • 800- 
626-8847 (CA) • 408-253-2167 
Central Point Software • 503-690- 
8080 

Source: TidBits 




Disinfectant 2.0 


John Norstad just released version 
2.0 of Disinfectant, his excellent 
virus checking and removal pro¬ 
gram. 

Disinfectant is completely free 
and is available from most online 
sources. If you cannot get it on¬ 
line, you may obtain a copy of 
Disinfectant by sending a self- 
addressed stamped envelope and 
an 800K floppy disk to John Nor¬ 
stad at the address at the end of 
this article. People outside the US 
(that’s most of the NCMC) should 
send an international postal reply 
coupon instead of US stamps 
(available from any post office). 
Please use sturdy envelopes, pref¬ 
erably cardboard disk mailers. 

Enough of that nonsense, here’s 
the news. Disinfectant 2.0 has 
been completely re-designed so 
that it is a true application instead 
of being a modal dialog. It is Mul- 
tiFinder-aware and can scan and 
disinfect disks in the background. 
We’ve found it to be completely 
unobtrusive, which is pleasant 
when you are checking a 105 
megabyte hard drive. 

The excellent help section in¬ 
cludes complete descriptions of 
existing Macintosh viruses and 
can easily be printed or saved to a 
text file. (Disinfectant will even 
set the Creator appropriately for 
any major word processor.) Disin¬ 
fectant also boasts several new 
scanning options and an improved 
scanning station feature for those 
of you who run Macintosh labs. 


The final major enhancement of 
Disinfectant is the protection 
INIT, which replaces other protec¬ 
tion INITs by detecting and block¬ 
ing all known virus attacks. It does 
not completely supplant Gate- 
Keeper, which can protect your 
system from as yet unknown vi¬ 
ruses, but the INIT will be updated 
to deal with new threats as they 
appear. 

Norstad recommends that you 
use either the Disinfectant INIT or 
GateKeeper and GateKeeper Aid 
or one of the commercial packages 
such as SAM, Virex, or Rival. He 
does not recommend that anyone 
use Vaccine any more because of 
its limited efficacy against new vi¬ 
ruses. 

John Norstad says, “the main 
goal of version 2.0 is to provide a 
complete and free solution to the 
Macintosh virus problem in a sin¬ 
gle package (in fact, in a single 
file). Version 2.0 addresses all 
four aspects of the virus problem: 
detection, repair, protection, and 
education.” In our opinion. Disin¬ 
fectant achieves its goal admirably 
and John Norstad should be 
thanked profusely for the service 
he has done the Macintosh com¬ 
munity. Thank you, John. 

John Norstad 

Academic Computing and Net¬ 
work Services 
Northwestern University 
2129 Sheridan Road 
Evanston, IL 60208 


MACWORLD 

EXPO/Ccmadas 



The following list of names are the 
lucky people who won prizes in 
the MACWORLD EXPO/Canada 
advance registration promotion. 

NAME CITY 
Ben Prins Sarnia 
Stephen Farago Mississauga 
Robb Stitt Toronto 
Marvin Bems Toronto 
Gilles Verrier Winnipeg 
Peter Ryce Toronto 
Robert Buckler Markham 
Michael Cachia Ft. McMurray 
Mitzi Banders St. Catharines 
Helen Alves Port Perry 
H. Pen Cheng Nepean 
Krista Mroz Tromto 
Margaret Ding Don Mills 
J-Luc Brousseau Charlesbourg 
M. Lily Kretchman Mississauga 
Joseph Plucinsky Mississauga 
Ann Orr Richmond Hill 
John Donabie Tromto 

Source: Laurentian Technomedia Inc. 
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